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The Steglich Esterification
Significance: In 1978, Neises and Steglich showed that a catalytic amount of DMAP can drastically enhance reactivity in carbodiimide-activated esterification reactions. This method not only improved the yields of the products while shortening the reaction times, but also permitted the construction of, at that date, inaccessible molecules. In later years, this protocol has become one of the most frequently used esterification strategies, with a tremendous impact on both academia and industry. 
